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Alcuin (735-804), who, on account of his influence upon
Karl, as seen through these various edicts, is generally re-
garded as the most important educator during the first halt
of the Middle Ages, deserves some further notice. The posi-
tion which Karl, in 794, bestowed upon Alcuin was the most
important ecclesiastical office in France. The monastery of
Tours was the richest in France, its possessions were almost
a department in extent, and it was offered as a reproach to
Alcuin that he was master of twenty thousand slaves. This
monastery Alcuin made the center of learning in France as
well as the center of influence in the Church. To him
flocked the youth desirous of learning, and from the monas-
tery went out an ever increasing stream of influence in the
work of his pupils and disciples found in numerous monas-
teries throughout the land. Alcuin's ideas of education grew
rather more restricted than broader; he rejected the study of
the classical literature, to which as a youth he himself had
been addicted ; emphasized the ascetic aspect of the monastic
training; and limited his pupils and the monasteries in general
to the study of the sacred writings. On the other hand, while
emphasizing the importance of the study of the liberal arts,
within these limits, he took pains to build up a great library
at Tours, sending copyists to England for this purpose, and
encouraged a like activity and interest in the other monas-
teries. Though his learning was probably as great as that of
any one of his century, yet his scholarship was limited. His
great service was to bring learning to the support of the
Church, and with Karl to demonstrate that intellectual train-
ing was quite as essentia1 to the welfare of society as efforts at
purely religious and moral betterment. He writes: " Despise
not human sciences [the liberal arts], but make of them a
foundation ; so teach children grammar and the doctrines of
philosophy that, ascending the steps of wisdom, they may
reach the summit, which is evangelical perfection, and while
advancing in years they may also increase the treasxires of